
 

 Fall 

 September 

2015 

 

     The Singing Winds 
 

       Newsletter of the Friends of  T. C. Steele State Historic Site 

 

 

 

Friends of T.C. Steele 
State Historic  Site  

2015 Board  
 

President 
Stephanie Dean 

 

Vice-President 
David Steele 

 

Secretary 
Nan Brewer 

 

Treasurer 
Charlie Matson 

 

At-Large Members 
Mary Jo Benedict 
Susan Fernandes 

Patti Pizzo 
 

____________________ 

 

T.C. Steele State  
Historic Site Staff 

 

Historic Site Manager 
Andrea deTarnowsky 

 

Program Developer 
Cate Whetzel 

 

Interpreter 
Rebecca Timmons 

 

Grounds & Maintenance  
Anthony Joslin 

Supervisor 
 

Certificate of Excellence 

—- 2014 —- 

T.C. Steele State Historic Site  
 

Visit Trip Advisor to read  
reviews and comments. 

An Historic Day for Mr. Steele and Friends 
Marker Installed at Site of T.C. Steele’s Indianapolis Home and Studio 

 

On Friday, August 21, 2015 the State of Indiana’s new-

est historical marker was dedicated to mark the site of 
T.C. Steele’s studio, which later became the John Herron 

Art Institute at 16th and Talbott Streets in Indianapolis.   
 

The event was attended by over 100 people including 
members of the Indiana State Historical Bureau, Indiana 

State Museum, and a unique assembly of Steele patrons 
including Martha Shea, proprietor of the Hermitage Bed 

& Breakfast where Steele lived for a period in Brookville, 

Tim & Meg Shelly, owners of the T.C. Steele Boyhood 
Home, author and Steele historian Rachel Berenson  

Perry, Indiana State Museum Board member Gary     
Anderson, and Flo Caddell, Executive Director of the 

Haan Mansion Museum of Indiana Art. Members of the 

Friends of T.C. Steele State Historic Site and the board of directors were also were in 
attendance. A reception followed with two of Steele’s paintings displayed including a 

rare public viewing of a portrait of Clemens Vonnegut, Sr. 
 

In 1886, Steele moved into the Tinker Home at Talbott Place upon his return from study 
in Munich, Germany and built a studio, the first for that specific purpose, on the back of 

the property. He lived and painted here for 16 years.   
 

Steele’s many works during his time in Indianapolis included the portraits of five Indiana 
governors, President Benjamin Harrison, Poet James Whitcomb Riley and the painting 

“The Bloom of the Grape” which received honorable mention at the 1900 World’s Fair in 

Paris and brought international attention to Indiana painting. This noteworthy painting is 
housed at the Indianapolis Museum of Art.  
 

In 1902, with a bequest from the estate of John Herron, T. C. Steele’s Tinker–Talbott 

studio became the first home of the John Herron Art Institute.   
 

In 1905, the Tinker house was demolished to 
make way for the construction of a new build-

ing, designed by architects Vonnegut and 
Bohn (Vonnegut was grandfather of the late 

author Kurt Vonnegut Jr.).   
 

The cornerstone of the Institute was laid with 
appropriate ceremonies on November 25, 

1905.  The program included  remarks by T.C. 

Steele on "The Future of the John Herron Art 
Institute." Steele expressed the belief that the 

institute was to be "no inconspicuous factor in 
art's development in this city and state." 
 

The Art Association of Indianapolis changed 

its name to the Indianapolis Museum of Art in 
1969.  Today, the IMA is one of the largest art 

museums in the United States. 

James Whitcomb Riley (impersonator) poses 

with T.C. Steele’s painting of “A Sunny Day,” 

now owned by the Indiana State Museum and 

currently on display at the T.C. Steele State 

Historic Site.   



 A Notable Day for T.C. Steele 

 
 The Singing Winds  Fall, 2015 2 

Front  and back views of historical marker. 

Kyle Ragsdale’s painting “Great Neighbors” references 

Steele living  right around the corner from Pres. Benjamin 

Harrison. This painting was on view at the dedication and 

the image also appeared on a billboard at 16th & Delaware 

Streets in Indianapolis earlier this year. 

A group of about 100 gathered on the lawn 

of Herron High School for the dedication 

ceremony.  At the podium is James A Glass, 

Ph.D. of Historic Preservation & Heritage 

Consulting LLC, who assisted in documen-

tation for the marker.  Other speakers  

included David Steele (a descendant of    

Nanian Steele), Casey Pfeiffer (Historical 

Marker Program Manager), Joanna Taft 

(Director of the Harrison Center for the 

Arts), Janet McNeal (Head of School,    

Herron High School). 

“To Cultivate and 

Advance Art” 
 
Left: David Steele, a distant  relative 

of Mr. Steele, was responsible for 
initiating the marker application and 

guiding the process to fruition.  Also 

pictured is Jill Weiss (left), Marker 

Review Manager, Indiana Historical 

Bureau and  Casey Pfeiffer (middle), 

Historical Marker Program manager, 

Indiana Historical Bureau. 

 
Below:  Patti Pizzo, Friends of T.C. 

Steele Board Member, chats with 

Indiana author Dan Wakefield during 

the reception after the dedication. 
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The Call of the Landscape  
A spoken song written by Andrew Christenberry 

 

I’ve been thinking a lot lately about what makes the world beautiful…
about how the masters of the seen fill our eyes with the grace of a  
moment, and how that grace turns to joy. I’ve been pondering the 
Hoosier Group, the champions of grandeur, and my eyes rest on T.C. 
Steele. 
 

Dear Mr. Steele,  
Do you remember the rivers?  How they would make you quiver with 
the emotions of the past?  Do you remember Waveland where your 
love for beauty grew?  Do you remember the support of your parents?  
The man your father was to you? 
 
 

I think you were made to create.  
To restate the image of the light which passed by outside. 

You were made to abide in color.  
To be yourself in a world of grey. Color.  

 
Your work took you far from us…far from home, and for a while that far away land felt the pleasure of being captured 
by the strokes of your hand.  I know the light, the meadows, the trees . . . they rejoiced to be made still, to be immor-
tally immobilized on the white of your canvas.  But all the while the great Indiana sky prepared itself for your return.  
The sky is bigger here, after all, and for you it eagerly waited. 
 

I know you were made to create. 
To bring broken beauty into your winsome world. 

You gave it a new name… 
You remind us it was made for more than just a moment. It was made to hold.  

 
We know now your desire to create was not made for you to keep locked inside yourself.  We know you were meant 
to share your eyes, to share your hands, to share your vision, to teach.  And with your dear friend William*, you gave 
so many the gift to bring the world to stillness, while not losing its movement on the canvas. Thank you, Mr. Steele, 
for your generous sharing. Oh to have been your student.  Oh to have learned my stroke from you.  Please know it is 
something I often ponder… 
 
And please know, Mr. Steele…I’m sorry Mary died. But know too I am thankful for all you realized. I am thankful you 
remembered her words calling you to the landscape. I am thankful for Brown County.  
 

Into the singing woods you moved 
To catch the land and light. 

The pigment in your stroke then proved 
Your wife’s desire was right.  

 
Mary knew you were called to the land, to subdue the earth with the stroke of your hand.  And when she died you   
listened.  Did you see her song in that Brown County land? 
 
Dear Mr. Steele, 
What is heaven to the color poet?  Remind us of your friend William’s words, “That to live out-of-doors in intimate 
touch with nature, to feel the sun, to watch the ever changing face of the landscape, where waters run and winds 
blow and trees wave and clouds move, and to walk with all the hours of the day and into the mysteries of night 
through all the seasons of the year—this is the heaven of the Hoosier Painter!”  What is this drive within us?  This 
primal call to create.  Our eyes crave beauty while our hands move to subdue, to peel back the broken layer of earth.  
See what lies beneath. To see with your eyes. 
 

The eyes of T.C. Steele. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

This spoken song was performed at the dedication of the historical marker at Talbott Place.  It has been reprinted with permission from the     
Harrison Center for the Arts who own the piece.  The recording of the Neighborhood Ballad Project’s spoken word piece (The Call of the Land-
scape) can be accessed at:  https://soundcloud.com/citygallery/the-call-of-the-landscape?in=citygallery/sets/neighborhood-ballad-project 

Poplars (1914) 

https://soundcloud.com/citygallery/the-call-of-the-landscape?in=citygallery/sets/neighborhood-ballad-project
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'Poster Tree' Falls at T.C. Steele State Historic Site 
By Carol Kugler | Herald-Times, Bloomington, IN  -  Posted: Saturday, August 8, 2015 
 

The old oak that was the “poster child” for T.C. Steele State Historic Site fell down 
last week.  “We came to work on July 31 (2015) and it was down,” noted Andrea     
deTarnowsky, historic site manager at the Brown County site. “It was fine the 
night before.”  When the old oak fell, it damaged the stone arches at the entrance 
to the historic site. “The arches can be rebuilt,” deTarnowsky said, “but the tree 
can’t.  We’re in mourning.” 
 

The red oak is between 250 and 300 years old, deTarnowsky estimates. The 
trunk of the tree is now so decayed in sections that it will not be possible to get an 
actual date from its tree rings. The tree was painted by Steele 100 years ago and 
was a mature oak even then.  

The oak was not big enough to be listed as the state’s largest in the state       
registry, according to deTarnowsky.  But, she added that in past years it’s taken 
a lot of Girl Scouts during field trips to the historic site to “hug” the tree. “It took 
up to seven Girl Scouts to put their arms all the way around it,” she said. 
 

Besides being the oldest tree at the site, the old oak was the poster tree because 
it is so close to the roadway that passes by T.C. Steele State Historic Site. The 
day after the tree came down, deTarnowsky said, there were people in cars  
stopping along the roadway to take pictures. Some of the tree limbs, still down 
near the stone arches, are as big around as many trees, she said. 
 

There will be an attempt to either take a start from the tree or a graft, said       
deTarnowsky. The historic site officials aren’t experts at tree starts or plantings, 
so they will get help from the Indiana Department of Natural Resources. 
 

Plans are now underway to locate a portable sawmill to come to the site and cut 
up parts of the oak for future use at the property and elsewhere. Some of the 
wood will be used by the Brown County Art Museum and Gallery to make signs 
in their new wing of their building, said deTarnowsky. That’s a fitting end for a 
tree T.C. Steele, also a Brown County artist, painted many times, she added. 
 

Other parts of the tree may be used to make benches for the large studio on the 
state historic site. “We’d like to use it in appropriate ways,” deTarnowsky said. 

Some of it may be saved to use in a new building that’s being proposed at the historic site. The new building would 
house modern restrooms, offices and a classroom, she said. 
 

“Although we’ve lost this tree, there are still a number of significant trees on 
the property,” deTarnowsky said. “This just happens to be the one everyone 
sees,  because it’s by the entrance.”  There are still some older trees, some of 
which Steele painted, that need care from a certified arborist. That includes a 
white oak north of the House of the Singing Winds that will become the new 
“poster tree” for the site and is now probably the oldest tree on the property.  
“We’re hoping that the white oak, if it’s taken care of, will last another 100 
years, especially because it’s growing in a place where its roots are not    
compromised by pavement and salt on the road and root compaction isn’t a 
problem,” deTarnowsky stated. 
 

 

Receive a gicleé print on canvas of Steele’s majestic painting  

“The Old Oak Tree” (1917) when you give a gift of  

$100 to the Tree Preservation Project.  
  

 Send your donation along with your mailing address to: 
 

The Friends of T.C. Steele State Historic Site 

420 T. C. Steele Road, Nashville, IN  47448 

Red Oak at entrance before damage 

Red Oak & archway after the fall 

  White oak, the new “poster tree” 
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It is October 1944 and Hitchcock is taking a field trip to inspect 
remote artist’s studios for a story he is considering for a future 
thriller.  One of them is the Large Studio of the late Indiana 
painter, T.C. Steele.  When Hitchcock's team initially contacted 
Steele's widow, Selma, she was hesitant about letting such a 
controversial director use the Site.  But she really needs the 
money to maintain the buildings and gardens that will be a  lega-
cy of the artist she loved and respected.  Selma reluctantly re-
sponds to Hitchcock's team with an invitation for them to  inspect 
the property, and to help her chances, she invites the team AND 
YOU to stay for a dinner party. 
  

Alfred will be traveling with his wife and several of his biggest 
stars, including Tallulah Bankhead, Cary Grant, Joan Fontaine, 
Gregory Peck and Ingrid Bergman. Selma has invited some of 
her friends from the Brown County Artists’ Colony and Indiana 
University.  William Harrison Hays, the long standing censor for 
films who grew up in Sullivan, IN, convinced Selma he should be 
at the party to keep the Hollywood "libertines" from tarnishing 
the legacy of TC Steele.  Hoagy Carmichael will be providing 
music for the evening.  Singing with Hoagy on Friday will be Dr. 
Alfred Kinsey (Mike McGregor) and on Saturday Peggy Lee 
(Janiece Jaffe) will take the microphone. 
                                                      

Ticket Prices 
Reservations Required  (must be 21 or over) 

 

$46 each for non-members 
$42 each for current members or previous members who renew 
$38 each for new members who join at the time of reservation 
 

Call 812-988-2785 to receive a description of the available roles. 
Then call back or reply by email to make your selections and 
reservations.  Seats are limited. This event sells out fast and 
priority will be given to persons who sign up for a role. 

Hitchcock Haunts 

the Hoosiers 

7:00 pm - Large Studio at TCSSHS 
 

Dinner, desserts, drinks and live music included.  

Your part in the mystery is all that Hitchcock needs. 

Murder Mystery and Dinner 
Friday, October 16 

Saturday, October 17 

Exploring the Landscape of the Body: T.C. Steele-Inspired Yoga 
September 10, 17 and October 1, 8, 22, 29 
2:00-3:00 pm 
 

Join Lee Edgren, MS, for an all-levels outdoor yoga class.  Those without yoga experience are especially welcome.  Bring a yoga 

mat or blanket.  Wear comfortable clothing that is loose or stretchy around the waist, and be prepared to take off your shoes.  You 
will be getting down on the ground. Those with specific questions may call Lee at 812-988-9642.  Each class is $10, payable to Lee. 
 

Sunday at Home Program: Lucille Bertuccio’s Edible Wild Plants 
Sunday, October 11 
2:00-3:30 pm (Meet on West Wing porch on house) 

The class is free with site admission to the historic buildings; Friends of T.C. Steele totally free 
 

Lucille Bertuccio is co-founder of the Center for Sustainable Living, a Bloomington non-profit that provides information-based action 
concerning sustainability issues in this region and beyond. Food is a  major sustainability issue, and Lucille has taught about identify-
ing, properly gathering, and using wild plants since 1972.  She has been teaching this subject at Indiana University since 1990.  Dur-
ing this program, the group will be walking and tasting fall’s offerings as available on the T.C. Steele SHS property.  
 

Digital Photography Talk and Photography Ecotour 
Saturday, October 10 
11:00 am (Meet in T.C. Steele Classroom) 
Artist in Residence Gary R. Morrison will give a brief talk about digital photography.  Afterwards, the group will take a photography 
ecotour led by Steven Higgs on the site property and at Crooked Creek.  The class is free and open to all. 
 

Country Christmas - Saturday, December 5 
Further details will be sent electronically and will be posted on our website. 
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Results of the Great Outdoor Art Contest  

On September 12, visitors to the T.C. Steele State Historic Site had the opportunity to watch 
local and regional visual artists     creating paintings in plein air, while enjoying an outdoor 
concert by the Jefferson St. Parade Band, during the Site’s annual Great Outdoor Art Contest 
and Local Tastings.  Local vendors at the event included BarisGo (Bloomington), Ralph and 
Ava’s Café and Catering (Mooresville), The Nashville Candy Store (Nashville) and Quaff On! 
Brewing (Nashville).  
 

 “We couldn’t have asked for better weather,” said Cate Whetzel, T. C. Steele Historic Site 
Program Developer.  “The competition was fierce, and it was such a pleasure to see every-
one at work and enjoying the day.” 
 

Winners of the Great Outdoor Art Contest were chosen by a panel of three judges in seven 
categories.  This year’s judges were Patricia Rhoden Bartels (Nashville), a professional paint-
er and October’s featured artist at the Brown County Art Guild; Diane Davis-Deckard 
(Bloomington), an art teacher at Bloomington High School North; and Wyatt LeGrand 
(Bloomfield), a professional painter and art educator, and owner of the LeGrand Art Studio  
and Gallery in Bloomfield.  
 

People’s Choice awards, selected through secret ballot by artists and visitors, were also presented. Child and Teen first place 
and Youth People’s Choice prizes were donated by Bear Hardware (Nashville), eXplore Brown County (Nashville), and Won-
derLab Museum (Bloomington). 
 

Children Age 12 and Under 
First: Isabelle Landis, Kirklin     Second: Lilly Laudeman, Bloomington     Third: Caleb Clifford, Nashville 

Honorable Mention: Christian Minns, Seymour; Claire Eikenberry, Indianapolis; Delaney Campbell, Shelbyville;  
Alice Howard, Greencastle; Simon Lybolt-Wagner, Indianapolis; Talya Chaveas, Bloomington; Audrey Eikenberry, Indianapolis. 

 

Teens Age 13 through 18 
First: Katherine Eldemire, Louisville, KY    Second: Laurabeth Landis, Kirklin, IN     Third: Kennedy Evans, Carmel 

Honorable Mention: Julia Buckingham, Noblesville, IN; Alex Robinson, Bedford; Samuel Miller, Nashville; 
 Meg Sperry, Indianapolis; Susannah Howard, Greencastle. 

 

Adult Oil—Professional 
First: Fred Doloresco, Fremont     Second: Jeanne McLeish, Mooresville     Third: Dan Woodson, Muncie 

Honorable Mention: Kathy Blankenheim, Brownsburg; Jerry Smith, Crawfordsville; Joel Knapp, Gallatin, TN;  
James Stahlhut, Franklin; Scott Cotton, Morgantown. 

 

Adult Oil—Beginner/Intermediate 
First: Rose Brenner, Bedford      Second: Dylan Quackenbush, Nashville 

 

Adult Acrylic 
First: Dick Ferrer, Nashville     Second: Stephen Miller, Westfield      Third: Tricia Heiser Wente, Bloomington 

Honorable Mention: Sandy Hall, Greenfield 
 

Adult Mixed Media/Drawing/Other 
First: Virginia Kramer, Dillsboro     Second: Douglas Runyan, New Haven      

Third: R.A. Buys, Indianapolis 
Honorable Mention: Joyce Lupresto, Elizabethtown, KY 

 

Adult Watercolor 
   First: Marge Burkholder, Plymouth     Second: Laurie Baker, Indianapolis      

Third: Rebecca Campbell, Shelbyville 
Honorable Mention: Candi Bailey, Bloomington 

 
       See award winning artwork on our Facebook page, or view them  
           in person at the Brown County Art Guild until October 14th! 
 

  The Great Outdoor Art Contest is co-sponsored by  
 the Friends of T.C. Steele State Historic Site. 

 
 

People’s Choice, Adult Artist, was awarded     

to an oil painting by Dan Woodson, Muncie. 

People’s Choice, Youth Artist, was 
awarded to a mixed media painting by 
teen artist Laurabeth Landis, Kirklin. 
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Call for Entries for the  
The Friends of T.C. Steele State Historic Site, Inc.  

MEMBER ART SHOW 2015 
  

The Friends of T.C. Steele Member Art Show seeks to promote art and artists both past and   
present by providing Friends’ members an opportunity to share with the public how the works   
of T.C. Steele and the scenes he painted continue to inspire artists today.  All members of 
Friends of T.C. Steele are welcome to participate.  We also encourage you to invite your fellow 
artists to become members and enter the art show. 
 

The show’s theme is  

“Beauty Outlives Everything”  
inspired by the epitaph on T.C. Steele’s gravestone.  

   

Download entry forms and guidelines at www.tcsteele.org/programs/#currentexhibits.  
Click on the Friends Member Art Show Entry Form link and print out the pdf forms.  Or you may 
pick up an entry form in person at the site or call 812-988-2785 to have a form mailed to you. 
 

Mail the completed form with payment to: 

 Friends of T.C. Steele Member Art Show  

4220 T.C. Steele Road, Nashville, IN 47448  
  

Registration with payment must be received by October 20  

Friends Members and the General Public are Invited to the 

Opening of the 2015 Member Art Show 
       

When:   Sunday, November 1 

         Time:    6:00-8:00 pm  

    Where:  Large Studio at TCSSHS 

      What:    View the art, meet the artists and  
     enjoy complimentary heavy 

                                    hors d’oevres, wine & soft drinks 
         
 

 

 
 

 

Cate Whetzel, Program Developer, will inform members about outreach projects and the collaboration with  

Indiana University on a grant program related to Steele’s life and work.  Site Manager, Andrea deTarnowsky,  

will provide an update on the Garden Renovation Project and highlight events of the past year. 

Along with members’ art, view a new rotation of Steele paintings including portraits of his son Shirley and his mother, 
several Munich pictures, scenes in Indianapolis and beloved landscapes of Brown County. 

There will be a very brief meeting at 7:00 pm  
to elect new board members and  

announce our “Volunteer of the Year.”  



Friends of T.C. Steele State Historic Site, Inc. 

4220 T. C. Steele Road 

Nashville, IN  47448-9586 

SITE HOURS 
 

Tuesday-Saturday:  9 am to 5 pm 
 

Sunday:  1 to 5 pm 

Closed Mondays and some holidays 
 

Guided tours of home and studio available  

on quarter hour beginning at 9:15 am.  

(1:15 pm on Sundays) 
 

Admission to House and Studio 

Adults: $7    Seniors: $5    Children: $2 

 Free to Friends of TC Steele 
  

 Contact Information 
 

(812) 988-2785    

   friendsoftcsteele@gmail.com 

  www.tcsteele.org  
www.indianamuseum.org/explore/t.c.-steele 

Like us on Facebook 

New Site Interpreter, Rebecca Timmons 
 

We have another smiling face to greet    
visitors and lead tours of the site’s historic 

buildings. Rebecca Timmons joined the 
staff August 30.  A native Hoosier, Rebecca 
grew up in Franklin, where she graduated 
from high school. Her undergraduate   
degree is  from IU in education. She taught 
3rd and 4th grades in Texas for 11 years.  
She and her husband Ryan (he is working 
on his Ph.D. in Math Education at IU) are 
the parents of three children:  Barrett (7), 
Emerson (5) and Remi (3).   
__________________________________________________________________ 

 

ENJOY FALL SCENERY  

and ARTIST STUDIOS 
 

The Back Roads of Brown County Studio Tour is a 

FREE self-guided driving tour showcasing the arts and crafts of the  

present day "Arts Colony of the Midwest."  Visit a dozen home studios, 

featuring the work of more than 20 artists.  Meet the artists, watch 

them work,  explore the spaces that inspire them.  Get a rare glimpse 

into the lives of working artists.  Buy handcrafted artwork from those 

who made it — pottery, painting, wood, metal, fiber, gourds, stone-

carving, jewelry, handbound books and more.  Between studios, you 

will drive winding back roads decked out in nature's finest fall colors. 
   

Pick up a free brochure/map at the Visitor Center in Nashville  

or at the T.C. Steele State Historic Site. 
 

Notice of Site Closings 
November 3 (Election Day) 

November 11 (Veterans Day) 

November 14, 15, 21, 22 (Safety Reasons) 

November 26 & 27 (Thanksgiving) 

December 24 & 25 (Christmas Eve & Day) 


