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Steele’s Boyhood Home “Back in the Family”
Friends of TC Steele
2014 Board

Tim and Meg Shelly of Elkhart, Indiana
have purchased the T.C. Steele Boyhood
Home in Waveland, Indiana. This home
is where the artist lived from age five
through attending college prep school at
the Waveland Collegiate Institute. The
Shelly's are distant relatives of T.C.
Steele.
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The 1,200 sq. ft. house displays simple Greek Revival details, with two
Eastlake-style porches and an arched window added later. Before the
Shelly’s bought the house, Indiana Landmarks had partially restored the
exterior with a new roof, siding, porch and foundation repairs. Previous
owners had removed the home’s plaster walls.
Watch for updates on the renovation over the spring and summer as the
Shelly's restore the boyhood home of one of Indiana's pre-eminent artists.
Follow the progress on Facebook at "T.C. Steele Boyhood Home.”
After completion, this Waveland home will serve as a retreat for family,
friends and artists; a small experiment in determining the extent of the
positive effects that historic preservation and the
arts have on the individual, family, the diminutive
town, and statewide preservation.
Additionally, the restored home could incorporate
the development of programs to help art-based
organizations such as the Indiana Plein Air Painters Association, art museums and schools and the
T. C. Steele State Historic Site.

Arts Program Developer
Megan Richards

The home is located at 110 South Cross Street in Waveland. The home is
listed on the National Register of Historic Places.

Interpreters
Mary Ann Woerner
John Moore

Pictures and information provided by David Steele.
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Supervisor
Anthony Joslin

Dear Friends,
I am honored to serve as the President of the Friends of T.C. Steele Historic
Site for a second time! The board of directors and I are very excited about the
events coming up this year at the site. It is always a pleasure to visit the
home and studio of our state’s premier landscape painter. Please come and
see us this spring, summer, fall or winter!
Stephanie Dean
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2014 Murder Mystery the Best Yet!
Hoagy Carmichael, the intended victim of a jealous husband, “dodged the
bullet” at the 2014 Murder Mystery: A Strange New Song . . . Puts Murder on Our Mind. Through mistaken identity, one of Professor Kinsey’s
colleagues was murdered instead. Participants were provided clues to
help flush out the murderer — a nefarious entrepreneur named Brad
Buzzskirt. Prizes were given to Carle Crawford and John Walsh for
solving the mystery. Musical entertainment was provided by Hoagy
(Ric Heeter) and vocalist Georgia Buzzskirt (Kathleen McConahay). Deb
Davis and Charlie Matson were co-writers on the mystery script.
The fundraising event, which was hosted both February 8 and 15,
was both entertaining and profitable, raising approximately $1,000 to
benefit programs at the T.C. Steele State Historic Site.

Above, Andrea deTarnowsky
talks with Murder Mystery guests.
Below, Ric Heeter (Hoagy) and
Kathleen McConahay (Georgia
Buzzskirt) pose for the camera.

Mark McConahay took home the best
actor “Oscar” for his role as the
murderer, Brad Buzzskirt on 2/8/14.

On 2/15/14 the best actor “Oscar”
went to Mike McGregor for his
portrayal of Dr. Alfred Kinsey.

Small Studio Renovation
In preparation for moving the Museum Shop
from the Large Studio, repairs are being
made to the inside of the Small Studio/Office
including removal and reconstruction of part
of the ceiling. New shelving will be added as
well. Please excuse our mess as we work to
make this space more welcoming and
convenient for visitors.
Construction is in progress,
but visitors are still being welcomed.

Thanks to Anthony Joslin for utilizing his
carpentry skills to improve the appearance
of the small studio.
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Selma Steele’s
Formal Garden Renovation
Update by Andrea deTarnowsky
It’s hard to see them in the foreground of the above photograph, but daffodil shoots are pushing their way through the dirt there. At the moment there are just a few short, green tips
visible. Tomorrow, there will be more . . . and more. The new garden walls around them are
also “growing,” as workers from Designscape reconstruct stone walls and pathways. Next on
the agenda is the patio that was a central feature of the garden south of the historic home.
Stone is being stacked as I write, and much of the stone work will be done by the time this
newsletter goes to press. Although this project was underway before the overall garden restoration was formally proposed, it’s a harbinger of good things to come.
Formal Garden restoration will be the first major challenge. ADA walkways, irrigation systems
to preserve the restored garden, electrical service and other components add difficulty and
expense. But in some ways the greatest challenge is an intangible one: walking that delicate
balance between authenticity (ensuring the design remains true to Selma Steele’s vision) and
improvement (making the area more accessible and useable for modern needs). It’s important
to remember that the gardens—all of them, not just the Formal Garden—are a big part of what
gives the historic site its special character.
The winter 2013 newsletter introduced the “Selma Seven” advisory group that’s spear-heading
efforts, and featured landscape designer Christina Kroeger’s drawings of the Formal Garden.
Christina has continued her efforts to put on paper the overall vision for all the gardens. She
will continue to work with staff, the Selma Seven, and contractors and volunteers whose task it
will be to make that vision a reality. The kind of collaboration going into this effort is being
seen as a model for future Friends group / ISMHS partnerships all over Indiana.
Preliminary fundraising for garden restoration is also already well underway. Significant pledges
have been made by a small number of individual donors and by the Indiana State Museum &
Historic Sites Corp., but with a target goal of $300,000 there’s still a lot to do. “Thank you,” to
Friends members who have already added garden restoration donations to their membership
renewals. Every donation, large and small, gets us closer to the goal. Right now, the garden
project is like the daffodil shoots pushing through the soil: a promise for the future.
Garden design services are being donated by
Dan Gluesencamp of Designscapes and by landscape architect Christina Kroeger
Last week, the first daffodil bloomed amidst the last (hopefully) snow flurry. When Selma planned her
gardens, she chose three varieties of daffodils that would flower consecutively, thus extending the
enjoyment of these spring beauties. Plan to visit the site in April to view the carpet of yellow and green
and welcome spring!

.
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29th Annual Wildflower Foray
April 25 – 27, 2014

Times and locations vary
During a 3-day period, guests can enjoy 20 to 25 hikes and programs that focus
on the natural history and environmental concerns of Brown County, especially as
they relate to wildflower and bird populations. Included are bird and wildflower
walks, wetlands hikes, a boat trip on Lake Monroe, nature photography and more.
Hikes and programs will be on established trails throughout the T.C. Steele property and at nearby natural areas including DNR properties, Hoosier National
Forest, Indiana University, Sycamore Land Trust & Nature Conservancy lands.

Brown County Studio and Garden Tour

May 9 – 18, 2014
Friday – Saturday: 9 am—6 pm
Sunday: 10 am – 5 pm

Group tour discount with tour brochure
T.C. Steele will be the official headquarters for Brown County Studio and
Garden Tour. There is no fee for visitors to tour the grounds and gardens
and BCSGT participants will receive the group tour discount rate of the regular Large Studio and House of
the Signing Winds tour. Local artist, Gillian Harris will be on site demonstrating her botanical drawing
process and interacting with the general public throughout the tour. Gillian Harris will be using the Guest
Cottage as studio space to create and display her work.

Artist-in-Residence, Gillian Harris
Botanical Drawing Workshop
May 10, 2014
9 am—3 pm (open to the public)
Cost: $35 - Registration required; e-mail MRichards1@indianamuseum.org
Drawing a flower brings us a deeper understanding and appreciation of it than observation alone;
knowledge of botanical structure is central to creating a flower drawing that is both aesthetic and accurate. In this one-day workshop we will explore both the botany of a flower and its beauty by learning the
basic techniques of botanical drawing from life with graphite pencil. Find out more about Gillian on her
website, www.yellowwood.net

Artist-in-Residence, Gillian Harris and Spring Tea
May 18, 2014
3-5 pm

Free: registration required; e-mail MRichards1@indianamuseum.org
Join Gillian Harris for a short hike around the grounds where she will be
identifying the natural features of the site that inspire her work and life. Afterwards, Gillian will share her
thoughts and experience as the site’s Artist-in-Residence over tea and snacks. This program is sponsored
by Sweetea’s Tea Shop in Nashville, Indiana. Find out more at http://sweeteasteashop.com/.
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Festival of Flowers Paint-Out
May 17, 2014 - 7 am - 4 pm

Early Bird Artist Registration April 1-April 30
Adult registration: $10 for members)
Child registration: $5 ($4 for members)

Regular Artist Registration May 1-May 12
Adult registration: $15 ($14 for members)
Child registration: $10 ($9 for members)

General public welcome: $2 parking fee
Come grab lunch, listen to music and view around a 100 pieces of artwork freshly created on this day at
T.C. Steele’s Brown County home that has inspired artists for generations. Pre-registered artists create
artwork outdoors while visitors observe the process of creation. Work must be created the day of the
contest and submitted for judging at 2 pm.
Bloomingfoods will be serving burrito box lunches from 11:30 am - 2:30 pm. Box lunches include a
choice from a variety of burritos and chips and salsa for $5; soda and cookies will be available for $1
each. The Hoosier Darlings from Bloomington will perform an outdoor concert beginning at 1:15 pm.
The Indiana State Museum will be offering a free program for families in the afternoon.

Arts Outreach Program
The Friends Arts Outreach Program is proving to be a big success. So far,
we have facilitated programs at the Brown County Public Library, Hatfield
and Burris Elementary Schools in Mitchell, the Morgan County Public Library,
Monrovia Branch, Lotus Bazaar at Binford Elementary and the Owen County
Art Guild. This is just the beginning. Find us on Facebook for more images
and updates on the program.
Thanks to our staff, volunteers and artists who have made these programs
a success: Laura Bulla, Ellen Cramer, Brenda Jackson, Tina Jernigan, Kesha
Minns, Megan Richards, Betty Wagoner and

Currently on View in the Large Studio
Selma in the Garden" may be T.C. Steele's most iconic
painting, but it's not the only one featuring Mrs. Steele
surrounded by beautiful flowers. "In My Garden" is
displayed in the Large Studio with the new painting
rotation installed in March.

SITE HOURS
Tuesday-Saturday: 9 am to 5 pm
Sunday: 1 to 5 pm
Closed Mondays and some holidays
Guided tours of home and studio
available on quarter hour
beginning at 9:15 am.
(1:15 pm on Sundays)
Admission to House and Studio
Adults: $5 Seniors: $4 Children: $2
Free to Friends of TC Steele

Contact Information
(812) 988-2785
tcsteele@bloomington.in.us
www.tcsteele.org
Friends of T.C. Steele State Historic Site, Inc.
4220 T. C. Steele Road
Nashville, IN 47448-9586

