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The 29th Great Outdoor Art Contest
& Brown County Art Colony Weekend

Saturday, September 9
7:00 am - 4:00 pm
Judges: Bob Haaan, Ellie Haan, Dale
Popovich, Maggie Rapp

Early Bird Artist Registration: Aug. 1–
31
Adult registration: $10 ($9 for members)
Child registration: $5 ($4 for members)

Regular Artist Registration: Sept. 1-9
Adult registration: $15 ($14 for members)
Child registration: $10 ($9 for members)

Day of Workshops:

Dale Popovich, watercolor trees: 10:3011:30am
Maggie Rapp floral demonstration: 12:00pm1:00pm
These demos will be included with artist
registration OR regular site admission. We are
trying to increase our audience, and hope
these demonstrations will bring out new folks.

Officials of The Nature Conservancy and the Yellowwood Forest have graciously
opened their property for artists during the Great Outdoor Art Contest at T. C.
Steele on September 9. This property is owned by The Nature Conservancy and
was the former Belmont Girl Scout Camp. Within the property is the Bridge House
that is managed by the Yellowwood Forest. Purdue University holds the September
Bridge House lease but is giving the artists use of the property for the day.
(Cont on pg 2)

General Public Welcome
($3 parking fee; Friends members free)

Food, Art, Tours and Entertainment

Food:
Hotel Nashville will sell lunch, Salt Creek Brewery will provide beer.
Outdoor Concert:
Amanda Webb Band will perform at 2:00pm.
Artists Registration Information

please visit www.tcsteele.org (programs available for download August 1st)
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Returning Fall 2017—T.C. Steele’s Murder Mystery Dinners
Join the fun on October 20 and/or 21 for the return of another of the
best murder mysteries in Indiana. Once again we will share dinner
with Alfred Hitchcock, movie stars, critics and our favorite songwriter
and occasional actor, Hoagy Carmichael. This will be a post-premier
dinner party held in the hills of Hollywood back in 1960 and the
blockbuster being celebrated is "Psycho". The available reading parts
will be issued by Sept 1, and reservations will be taken after Sept 20.

(Cont. from pg 1) The landscape is mostly forested with deep valleys,
ravines and several interesting structures. All can be reached by roads
or hiking trails from T. C. Steele SHS. The Bridge House is built like a
bridge over a ravine with views looking down into the forest. Other
features include an attractive log house, cabins, a footbridge in the woods
and several valley overlooks. There is a large climbing tower located in a
mowed-grass pasture, bathed in sunlight. Maps and photos of the
property will be provided at the artist check-in on September 9. Anyone
wishing to review the property prior to the art contest should meet at T.
C. Steele on September 8 for a tour. Early registration for the Great
Outdoor Paint Contest begins August 1, 2017. Artist check-in begins at 7
am,
judging begins at 2 pm. Prizes will be announced at 3:30.
Cabin in Yellowwood State Forest
Announcements and entry forms for the contest will be posted on email
and the T. C. Steele website at www.tcsteele.org. We thank The Nature Conservancy, Yellowwood Forest and Purdue
University for opening this property for artists to paint. —Betty Wagoner, Friends of T. C. Steele State Historic Site.

Summer Interns
Connie Brahm is a junior at Indiana University studying Marketing and Art History.
She is originally from Indianapolis and is a member of the IU Women’s Rowing Team.
After graduation, Connie hopes to work for the National Park Service.
Gabrielle Cretcher is a senior at IU studying Anthropology and Arts Management.
She wants to work with program development for museums and historic sites in the
future.
Connie, left | Gabby, right

Staff Profile—Anthony Joslin
Anthony Joslin, Buildings and Grounds Supervisor for the T. C. Steele State Historic Site, has
held the position for the past three and a half years.
Currently- besides the everyday "keeping things running and looking good"- Anthony's focus is
on renovating and beautifying the historic gardens surrounding the ponds and the back of the
House of the Singing Winds with further heirloom plantings, along with other improvements.
When Anthony is not working for the site, he teaches fencing, and has won many awards
competing with sabre.
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Historic Marker Dedication—A Success!
On Saturday, May 20, 2017, we celebrated the dedication of one of Indiana’s newest State Historical
Markers at the T.C. Steele State Historic Site.
Several distinguished guests made remarks, Cathy Ferree, President &
Chief Executive Officer of the Indiana State Museum provided opening
remarks, and Dr. James Capshew, Indiana University Historian provided
keynote remarks.
This marker notes along with other significant accomplishments, artist
T.C. Steele’s role at Indiana University as “Honorary Professor of
Painting”. He was appointed in 1922 by President William L. Bryan and
T.C. Steele worked in his campus studio on the top floor of Franklin Hall
until his death in 1926.
T.C. Steele’s contribution to the state of Indiana is profound and his
contribution to Indiana University is well recognized. Beyond the paintings
displayed throughout the IU campus and IU Eskenazi Museum of Art,
there are also photographs of Steele working in Bloomington and of him
painting in Dunn Meadow with a young Herman B Wells observing.
In 2015 a State Historic Marker was approved for T.C. Steele’s
contribution to the Indianapolis Arts Community. This marker is installed at the corner of 16 th and Talbott
Streets in Indianapolis, site of Steele’s residence and studio from 1885 – 1901. In 1901 John Herron
donated the money to establish the John Herron Art Institute which later became the Herron School of Art
and Design and the Indianapolis Art Museum.
It is noteworthy that T.C. Steele is the only subject or person that will now have two markers in the State
of Indiana.
These state historical markers help communities throughout the state promote, preserve, and present
their history for the education and enjoyment of residents and tourists of all ages. For over 100 years the
Indiana Historical Bureau, an agency of the State of Indiana, has been marking Indiana history. There are
over 500 of these markers across our state.
The process for approval of a marker is rigorous and requires primary research to support all information
contained in the markers. Markers commemorate significant individuals, organizations, places, and
events in Indiana history. We are very proud of this new marker and the notation of T.C. Steele’s role at
Indiana University.

—David Steele, President of the Friends of T.C. Steele

SITE HOURS
Tuesday-Saturday: 9 am to 5 pm | Sunday: 1 to 5 pm
Closed Mondays and some holidays
Admission to House and Studio
Adults: $7 Seniors: $6 Children: $4
Free to Friends of TC Steele

The site will be open on Labor Day, Monday September 4th

The Singing Winds
The Garden Committee
By Jane DeVoe
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expertise provided “the painter” a continuous palette
of spectacular colors to inspire him Spring to Fall,
provide an arrangement for a still life as well as a
sweet fragrance as he sat in a rocking chair, quietly
and reflectively smoking his cigar, its plume of
pleasant smoke mingling with the sweet smell of
fragrant flowers.

The painting “Selma in the Garden” from the
Collection of the Indiana State Museum and Historic
At the May Board meeting of the Friends of TC
Sites is an iconic and familiar image featuring the
beautiful and blooming hillside gardens at the House Steele, I accepted the chairmanship of the Garden
Committee. One of the first things I did was to read
of the Singing Winds. I have
Perry’s essay on Selma
a framed poster of it in my
Steele. I found that she truly
home, which I acquired for
was a woman before her
my first apartment as a gift
time!! I will resist the
and I just appreciate the
temptation to tell you any
beauty and hours of labor
more about her, because you
Selma Neubacher Steele gave
most definitely should
to creating a home which
experience reading it for
was aesthetically pleasing
yourself! I am honored to
and inspirational to “the
begin organizing volunteers
painter”, as she referred to
to help by volunteering your
her husband TC Steele as
own gardening expertise,
well as the numerous and
under the guidance of
frequent guests to visit their
Anthony Joslin or
home. It is believed by
volunteering time to promote
Rachel Berenson Perry that
A Madonna Lily blooms at south side of West Wing
their beauty to Master
while Steele’s first wife Mary of House of Singing Winds. Selma is known to have
Gardeners, artists as well as
had
these
in
this
location
and
were
reintroduced
last
Elizabeth Lakin Steele
for weddings and other
(Libbie) was his inspiration, it year as part of the garden restorations.
special events.
was his second wife Selma
who truly was his facilitator and “unsung heroine.” In
There are many opportunities to join in and I
the foreword “Selma Neubacher Steele: A Woman
welcome you to email me at janecdevoe@gmail.com
Ahead of Her Time” in the most recent addition of
The House of the Singing Winds: The Life and Work to become a part of continuing the legacy of Selma’s
gardens, which have been generously sponsored by
of TC Steele, Perry writes, “Without her efforts as
Gary and Kathy Anderson.
helpmate to her artist husband, he likely would not
have been as prolific or contented in his labors to
interpret on canvas the quiet beauty of Brown
County.”

The gardens at the House of the Singing Winds are
indeed beautifully designed and I believe reflecting
Selma’s own artistic talents and her expertise in
hilltop gardening which enhanced the naturally
blooming wildflowers and native species plants
indigenous to the hills of Brown County. Selma’s

If you have not seen the formal garden restoration
or the historic marker, then plan a trip to the T.C.
Steele State Historic Site! Buy a copy of The House
of the Singing Winds, take it to the gardens to read
and take in while at the site everything that Selma
did with her life’s work: love and devotion to her
painter.
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32nd Annual Wildflower Foray
Wildflower Census Results for 2017

Since 1982, Brown County’s spring Wildflower Foray has paired enjoyable hikes and programs with the serious work
of gathering information about wildflower species and bloom times. Since then, the Foray has grown from one to
three days, doubled the number of hikes and programs, and accumulated 32 years’ worth of wildflower census data.
The data is, in turn, used as a natural areas management tool to monitor plant and wildlife populations and habitat
change over time. The Friends of T.C. Steele serve as the fiscal agent for the cooperative event, and help plan each
year’s activities. Two brand-new sponsors, the Brown County Woodlands Project and The Nature Conservancy,
stepped forward to join long-time supporters to organize the event.
Regrettably, the weather was truly terrible for this year’s Wildflower Foray, held on April 28-30. The boat trip on
Monroe Lake and two hikes were cancelled due to thunderstorms, and several hikes had to be rerouted due to
Friday night storm damage and flooding. While participant numbers were understandably down, there were brief
stretches of decent weather on Friday morning and Saturday afternoon to entice hikers. Flowering time for most
plants, shrubs and trees was significantly earlier than normal this year, in fact, at least six species were identified
with the earliest flowering date ever recorded for Indiana. A total of 188 species were counted in the 2017
wildflower census, with 10 new species added: 169 species were counted in bloom, along with 19 species of nonflowering plants (ferns and spleenworts).
For a complete list of activities and co-sponsors, visit www.tcsteele.org , and click on the Wildflower Foray logo on
the left sidebar. —Andrea deTarnowsky, Historic Site Manager
Final Festival of Flowers PaintOut Winners

Adult Oil

Visitors to the T.C. Steele State Historic Site on Saturday,
May 20th had an opportunity to enjoy the final Festival of
Flowers PaintOut and the Historic Marker dedication ceremony. The plein air competition has drawn to a close
after 18 years. The historic site will continue to offer the
annual September PaintOut, the Great Outdoor Art Contest, one of the oldest plein air painting competitions in
the state. Winners of the PaintOut were chosen by judges William Borden, Tricia Hillenburg and Pamela Newell;
prizes were awarded in six categories. Adult artists were
divided by media, and child and teen artists were divided
by age. Sponsors for the event included the Indiana
Plein Air Painters Association (IPAPA), Sun King Brewery,
and Monarch Beverage Co.

First Place: Mary Ann Davis, Indianapolis

Teens Age 13 through 18
First Place: Alexandria Robinson, Orleans
Second Place: Hope Cockerham, Seymour
Children Age 12 and Under
First Place: Elizabeth Mattos, Bloomington
Second Place: Thomas Kinder, Nashville
Third Place: Emma Szalkie, Indianapolis
Honorable Mention: Mason Davis, Bloomington; Caleb
Herron, Indianapolis; Ella Lyell, Nashville

Second Place: Todd Derr, Owensboro, KY
Third Place: Thom Robinson, Nashville
Honorable Mention: Anne Karine Bley, Bloomington;
Sondra Cromwell, Arcadia; James Stahlhut, Franklin
Adult Acrylic
First Place: Stephen Miller, Westfield
Second Place: David Voelpel, Indianapolis
Third Place: Marilyn Stone, Worthington
Adult Watercolor

First Place: Kay Fox, Seymour
Second Place: Nancy Davis Metz, Bloomington
Third Place: Donnie Mattos, Bloomington
Honorable Mention: Betty Wagoner, Bloomington
Adult Mixed Media/Drawing/Other

First Place: Donna Shortt, Indianapolis
Second Place: Andrea Cukier, New York City, NY
Third Place: Avon Waters, Converse
People’s Choice, selected through secret ballot by artists and visitors in both the child/teen categories and
separately in the adult categories, was awarded to the
first place Teen Pastel by Alexandria Robinson, and
the first place Adult Watercolor by Kay Fox.
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Bracken Hill Music and Arts Festival “Save the Date, Oct. 6 th and 7th!”
We are pleased to announce the first annual Bracken Hill
Music and Arts Festival, coming October 6th and 7th, 2017!
Our mission is to celebrate and renew our commitment to
the art, history, and beautiful landscapes that make up the
T.C. Steele State Historic Site, part of Indiana State Museum
and Historic Sites. The site is home to 211 acres of historic
gardens, lawns, and hiking trails through rolling Indiana
woods.
This year, Bracken Hill will feature camping, a dozen regionally touring musical acts, an array of visual artists, a familyfriendly environment with activities and workshops for all
ages, scheduled nature hikes, a non-profit village, an art
fundraiser, food and merchandise vendors, a beer garden, and more!
With an expected capacity of 400-500 guests, expect this to be a very intimate, relaxed time. We
would be honored to have you out. Stay tuned for lineup and ticket announcement!
Any questions? Please email project manager Jack Cathcart- jcathcart@indianamuseum.org

Upcoming Programs and Events
July

October

July 21, 2017. Artist in Residence performance:
October 2017. Back Roads of Brown County
Peggy Melchior Pearson’s Peewinkle’s Puppet
Studio Tour. Month-long self-guided tour.
Show at Melchior Theatre in downtown Nashville. Discount tour admission for participants.
1pm.
October 20 & 21, 2017. Friends of T.C. Steele
July 23, 2017. Sunday at Home: History of
Murder Mysteries. Please call to register.
Puppetry talk with July Artist in Residence Peggy
Melchior Pearson, 2-3pm in Large Studio. Free
November
with standard admission.
November 2017. Friends Member Art Show and
Sale. Month-long display in the Large Studio. Free
August
with standard admission.
August 6, 2017. Sunday at Home: Craig Brenner
Presents Music in the State Parks and Historic
November 5, 2017. Opening night and annual
Sites, 2-3:30pm. Free with standard admission.
Friends Member meeting, 5-7pm.

September

December

September 9, 2017. The 29th annual Great
Outdoor Art Contest, 7am-4pm.

December 3, 2017. Steele’s Country Christmas, 14pm. Free with standard admission.

Please call the site 812/988-2785 for questions.
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