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The Public is Invited to the 

Opening of the Member Show 
and Brief Annual Membership Meeting  

 
 

     When:  Saturday, November 1 

      Time:  6:00-8:00 pm 

    Where:  Large Studio at TCSSHS 

      What:  View the art and meet the artists 

 

        Heavy hors d’oevres, wine and soft drinks will be served. 
 

There will be a very brief meeting at 7:00 pm to elect /confirm  

new board  members and to announce our “Volunteer of the Year.”  

     The Singing Winds 
 

       Newsletter of the Friends of  T. C. Steele State Historic Site 

 

 

 

Friends of  
T.C. Steele SHS 

2014 Board  
 

President 
Stephanie Dean 

 
Vice-President 

Mary Jo Benedict 
 

Secretary 
Yael Ksander 

 
Treasurer 

Charlie Matson 
 

At-Large Members 
Nan Brewer 

Lowell Dawson 
Susan Fernandes 

Patti Pizzo 
David Steele 

 

_____________________ 

 
T.C. Steele State  
Historic Site Staff 

 
Historic Site Manager 
Andrea deTarnowsky 

 
Arts Program Developer 

Megan Richards 
 

Interpreters 
John Moore 

 
Grounds & Maintenance  

 

Supervisor 
Anthony Joslin 

 

Assistant 
Eric Engleking 

 

Call for Entries for the  
The Friends of T.C. Steele State Historic Site, Inc.  

MEMBER ART SHOW 2014  
 

The Friends of T.C. Steele Member Art Show seeks to promote art 
and artists both past and present by providing Friends’ members an 
opportunity to share with the public how the works of T.C. Steele 
and the scenes he painted continue to inspire artists today.    
   

The show’s theme is “Art of Seeing Beautifully”  

inspired by this quote from T.C. Steele:  
 

I often speak of appreciation, both of nature and art, 

as the art of seeing beautifully.  
 

Entry forms are available at T.C. Steele State Historic Site or can be 
downloaded at www.tcsteele.org/programs/#currentexhibits.  Click 
on the Friends Member Art Show Entry Form link and print out the 
pdf form.  Mail the completed form with payment to: 
 

Friends of T.C. Steele Member Art Show  

4220 T.C. Steele Rd. Nashville, IN 47448  
 

Registration with payment must be received by October 25.  
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Great Outdoor Art Contest Winners 

Visitors to the T.C. Steele Historic Site on Saturday, September 13 had an  

opportunity to watch artists at work on site grounds from 7 am to 2 pm, as 
well as enjoy an outdoor concert.  T.C. Steele Property Manager notes, “Each 

year, the contest provides a unique insight into the way Hoosier Group Im-

pressionist painter T.C. Steele created his paintings:  outside and in the open 
air.  Steele would be encouraged to see that Brown County, and his home, 

remain an inspiration to new generations of artists.”    
 

First-place winning artwork created during the contest will be displayed in T.C. 
Steele’s Large Studio through October 12 for all to enjoy. 
 

Winners of the Great Outdoor Art Contest were chosen by a panel of three judges in seven categories.  Judges Tim 

Kennedy and Eve Mansdorf, faculty members of Indiana University’s Henry Radford Hope School of Art, and Ellen 

Star Lyon of the Indiana University Art Museum, faced a challenging field, with over 60 artists registered for the contest.  
Adult artists were divided by media, and child and teen artists were divided by age.  People’s Choice awards, selected 

through secret ballot by artists and visitors, were also presented. 

 
People’s Choice, Adult Artist:  oil painting by Morris Kurz, Indianapolis 

People’s Choice, Youth Artist:  oil painting by teen artist Daisy Schwier, New Palestine 
 

Children Age 12 and Under 
First:  Audrey Eikenberry, Indianapolis    Second:  Avery Dellinger III, Indianapolis  

Third: Claire Eikenberry, Indianapolis 
Honorable Mention:  Liam Dellinger, Indianapolis; Hara Farnsworth, Bloomington; Ruby Rogers, Indianapolis 

 

Teens Age 13 through 18 
First:  Daisy Schwier, New Palestine 

 
Adult Oil, beginner/intermediate  

First:  Julie McCullough, Indianapolis   Second:  Ann Fahey, Columbus 

 
Adult Oil, Advanced/Professional 

First: Tom Woodson, Muncie    Second: Kathy Blankenheim, Brownsburg    Third: Katherine Pourcho, Indianapolis 
Honorable Mention:  Jeff Klinker, Linden; Pamela Campbell, Flat Rock;  

Wayne Campbell, Flat Rock; Martha Sando, Indianapolis 

 
Adult Acrylic 

First:  Dick Ferrer, Nashville    Second: Steve Miller, Westfield     Third: Leanna Arnold, Springville 
Honorable Mention:  Kimberly Wuest, Whiteland 

 
Adult Watercolor 

First:  Betty Wagoner, Bloomington     Second: Beverly Mathis, Greenwood     

Third: Keith Martin Howard, Hebron KY 
Honorable Mention: David Voelpel, Indianapolis 

 
Adult Drawing Media 

First: Carol Strock Wasson, Union City    Second: Virginia Kramer, Dillsboro     

Third: Richard Lathrop, Eaton, OH 
Honorable Mention: Corrine Hull, Indianapolis  

 
 

The Great Outdoor Art Contest is co-sponsored by the Friends of T. C. Steele.   
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BACK ROADS OF BROWN COUNTY FALL TOUR 
Indiana Plein Air Painters Association (IPAPA) Demonstrations at T.C. Steele 

Saturdays in October; 1:00 to 3:00 pm 

Free (buildings tour not included) 
 

Members of the Indiana Plein Air Painters Association will be painting the Brown County landscape that inspired the 

artist, T.C. Steele from 1907-1926.  All demonstrations are scheduled on Saturday.   Please note that there will be 
NO demonstrations on October 18 to honor the Brookville Paint Out.  Visit IPAPA’s website for more information 

about how this group of painters keep the tradition of painting Indiana landscapes alive and thriving. 
 

Demonstration Schedule 
 

Oct. 4: Ron Mack & Corrine Hull       

Oct. 11: Donna Shortt & Pam Newell       
Oct. 25: Bill Borden & Larry Rudolech  

  
CELTICA IN CONCERT (www.celticaband.com) 

Sunday, October 12;  4:00 to 6:00 pm 
$10 per person    
 

Experience an intimate afternoon concert with Celtica in the beautiful acoustics and setting in T.C. Steele’s historic 
Large Studio.  Celtica is a progressive Celtic band consisting of musical founder Tammera Lane and guitarist Tim 

Dooley who create a mood and sound that is uniquely their own.  Call the Site at 812-988-2785 to reserve your spot. 

 
STEELE’S COUNTRY CHRISTMAS 
Saturday, December 6; noon-4:00 pm 
 

This family-friendly event will reflect the time period of the early 1920”s, when the Steele’s celebrated the holidays 

at the House of the Singing Winds, inviting neighbors and friends into their home.  St. Nicholas will visit the Large 
Studio and refreshments will be served.  There will be a nominal cost.  More details will be posted in November on 

the website, www.tcsteele.org. 

An original Murder Mystery at the TC Steele State Historic Site 
 

Two Fridays; October 17 & 24; 7:30 pm 
 Steele’s Large Studio  

 

$30 per person,  includes desserts, drinks & wine, live music 
reservations required: call 812-988-2785 

 

The year is 1959 and Brown County's most famous hostess is having a Halloween party.  Onya LaTour has lined up 

Hoagy Carmichael, Johnny Mercer and a small band to start the party.  A psychic with gypsy blood has also been 
invited to give the party guests (All historic people from Brown County & Bloomington) their fortunes using palm  

and Tarot card readings.  Later in the party the medium will lead a sêance which will reveal even more troublesome 

secrets.  And jealousies and suspicions will grow wilder when an unwanted spirit appears.  There will be plenty of 
reasons for a murder - one that will be hard to solve! 
 

Call (812) 988-2785 to reserve your spot and select one of the roles - most only have a line or two to read.         

Costumes are encouraged, but not required.  Guest enjoy Halloween desserts, drinks & wine, plus live music, lots of 
laughs and a few chills. Proceeds help fund projects at the Site.  

http://inpainters.org/
http://www.browncountyartguild.org/artist_bios/members/Ronald_Mack.html
http://www.corrinehull.com/
http://dshortt.com/
http://www.pnewellart.com/
http://wbordenwatercolors.com/?page_id=8
http://www.rudolech.com/
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Franklin Hall Once Housed T.C. Steele’s Studio                                    
by Anne Kibbler | July 28, 2014  
 

Indiana artist T.C. Steele is known for his luminous Brown County landscapes, but for the last 
three years of his life, he was the Honorary Professor of Painting at IU, with a spacious studio 

on the top floor of the Library Building, now Franklin Hall. The board of trustees offered him 

the position in 1922, upon the recommendation of President William Lowe Bryan. He received 
an annual honorarium of $2,500. Steele was 75 years old and had earned a reputation as one 

of the Midwest’s premier artists and the most important artist in the Hoosier Group of painters.  
 

He quickly became an established figure on campus. “Since his connection with the University 
he has painted pictures of the campus and its buildings,” said an article in the July 31, 1926 

edition of The Indiana Alumnus, a week after Steele’s death. “When the weather kept him   
indoors, he could be seen from his window painting the campus that so many have grown to 

love.” Steele, who received an honorary Doctor of Laws degree from IU in 1916, welcomed stu-

dents and others to his studio to chat or to see his paintings. Steele’s studio on the top floor of the building was open 
to students, who visited often.  
 

“He was held in high esteem by fellow members of the faculty and the student body,” the Indiana Alumnus article said. 

“At the annual gridiron dinner of Sigma Delta Chi, national professional journalistic fraternity, last winter, a medal was 
given him as a token of respect and as a tribute to his outstanding merit. ”In the same article, trustees’ president 

James W. Fesler noted, “He liked to stroll about the campus and greatly enjoyed contact with the students, feeling 
complimented by the informality of their attitude toward him.” One of those students was future IU president and 

chancellor Herman B Wells, then an undergraduate student in commerce and finance.  
 

In a tribute to Wells upon his death in 2000, published in the March 22, 2000, edition 

of Bloomington’s Herald-Times, visual arts columnist Lydia Brown Finkelstein recount-
ed Wells’ recollections of Steele. “Dr. Wells would occasionally send me notes when 

one of my Sunday columns on art particularly interested him,” Finkelstein wrote. “The 
one I treasure was sent after I wrote an extensive review of the T.C. Steele exhibition 

at the IU Art Museum. In the note Dr. Wells said he had visited Steele often in his 

studio at the top of the Franklin Building, which was then the library building, while 
Steele was the artist-in-residence (1923-1926) at IU. He liked to watch Steele paint, 

and to listen to the artist talk about art. These sessions, Dr. Wells said, left him with a 
lifelong interest in the visual arts, and a deep appreciation for Steele’s achievement 

and his intellect. ” 
 

Registrar John W. Cravens told The Indiana Alumnus upon Steele’s death, “While 
most of Dr. Steele’s paintings in   recent years glorified Brown county scenery, many of his most beautiful ones were 

made on or near the campus of the University. Above the fireside in Dr. Steele’s Brown County home are the words 

‘Every morning I take off my hat to the beauty of the world,’ and this sentiment was his guide and inspiration. His work 
and associations at Indiana University will always remain as outstanding features in the life of this institution.” 
 

Thanks to the Media School at Indiana University for allowing us to reprint this article.   

Artist T.C. Steele in 1926 
in front of the Library 
Building, now Franklin 

Steele ‘s studio on campus  located on the 
third floor of Franklin Hall (old library). 

Staff and Board Member attend Conference Aimed at Increasing Community Relevance 
 

On August 8, Megan Richards, Arts Program Developer, and David Steele, Board Member, attended “Come Together 
2014”, a one-day conference on the campus of IUPUI targeted at Arts Board, Staff and Community Engagement partners.  

Presentations and workshops were facilitated by local and nationally renowned practitioners.  This year’s theme was to   

develop a new mindset among organization staff, trustees, patrons and supporters to increase their organization’s relevance 
to the communities in which they reside and serve.  Mr. Steele said “Our board must continue to engage in the local and 

national discussions of how to transform our organization to continue reaching and engaging our patrons and involving them 
in meaningful ways with our work and purpose well into the future”.  Ms. Richards added, “Even established organizations 

need to evaluate their purpose within their community and ask themselves, ‘Who are we for?’  It is important to continuous-

ly identify one’s community because it does change and it is different from your audience.  Community engagement goes 
beyond programs; it’s centered around building long-term relationships & strategies to improve and serve our community.” 
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                                 Museum Shop 

        Now conveniently located in the Small Studio 
 

The newly renovated store contains notecards and postcards of 
Steele’s images, cook booklets, pottery, bird houses, CD’s, jewelry, 
stuffed animals, T-shirts, posters and prints of Steele’s popular 
paintings, art books as well as other gift items. 
 

       Show your Friends Membership Card and get 10% off! 

 
Giclée Prints 

A special gift for friends and family who appreciate Steele’s art. 

Reproductions of Steele’s paintings are now available as giclée prints which 
produce a high quality painterly-like image on canvas.  Sizes include 11” x 
16” ($35) 16” x 24” ($60) and 20” by 30” ($80).  Many popular images are 
available including “Selma in the Garden” and “Selma in Shawl” (pictured at 
left).  Go to tcsteele.org, click on Museum Shop, to order your print or call 
812-988-2785 for more information.   

 

SALE 

Select books, posters, gifts and jewelry  

have been marked down.   

Start your Christmas shopping early. 

Improvements enhance site appeal. 
 

Our maintenance crew has been busy 
working on planned renovations to 
Selma’s formal gardens, including       
rebuilding the arbor structure below. 

                                          This summer stone masons repaired  
                                  the steps on the west side of the house. 

 

Looking Good!   
 

Workers were perched on 
scaffolding last week as they 
replaced the shingled roof on 
the Small Studio.  Reroofing of 
the house is also in progress. 



Friends of T.C. Steele State Historic Site, Inc. 

4220 T. C. Steele Road 

Nashville, IN  47448-9586 

Member Art Show 
Month of November in Steele’s Large Studio 

 

Opening Reception - November 1 
6:00-8:00 pm 

Free and open to the public. 
 

The below quote from Mr. Steele is the inspiration for 
artists’ work in the 2014 member show. 

 

 

SITE HOURS 
 

Tuesday-Saturday:  9 am to 5 pm 
 

Sunday:  1 to 5 pm 
 

Closed Mondays and some holidays 
 

Guided tours of home and studio  

available on quarter hour  

beginning at 9:15 am.  

(1:15 pm on Sundays) 

 

Admission to House and Studio 

Adults: $7    Seniors: $5    Children: $2 

 Free to Friends of TC Steele 
  

 Contact Information 
(812) 988-2785       

friendsoftcsteele@gmail.com 
  www.tcsteele.org 


