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The Friends of T.C. Steele State Historic 
Site, Inc. share a vision to become 
a top-tier destination location 
for regional visitors, to be a 
recognized historic location for 
national and international 
visitors, and to be a site 
of choice for artists-
in-residence and 
scholars.   



3Friends of T.C. Steele, Inc. ©

4

6

9

14

12

Letter from our President & Board Chairman 

Friends New Strategic Framework

Key Site Activities

Sources and Uses of Funds

Executive Committee of Board

2018 HIGHLIGHTS



4Friends of T.C. Steele, Inc. ©

Dear Members and Stakeholders - 

We are pleased to provide you with our 2018 Annual 
Report. This year has been remarkably successful in 
establishing several key building blocks for the future. We 
continue to strive to be an organization that provides 
exceptional value for its members, and we believe this report 
will demonstrate our commitment to you.

This year the board developed our first comprehensive 
strategic plan that will cover 2018-2019. Guided by our mission, 
vision, and values, we have structured our plan around four key 
strategic priorities: 1. Increase Financial Strength, 2. Deploy Best 
Practices, 3. Extend External Reach, 4. Engage Historic Site.

For anyone who has visited the historic site during the summer, 
you have seen the early signs of construction of the new visitor 
center. The dedication date will be announced on our website as 
soon as it becomes available. The structural steel is being installed 
now, and construction is progressing very nicely. We want to 
recognize Bob and Barbara Stevens of Columbus, Indiana for their 
generous donation to enable this long term site dream become a 
reality!

Another new addition is the re-construction of T.C. Steele’s Studio 
Wagon. The re-build of Steele’s roving horse-drawn wagon was 
completed by Hoosier craftsmen at Wooly Wagons located in Russiaville, 
Indiana. The wagon made its debut on static display for the Great Outdoor 
Art Contest (GOAC) on Saturday, September 8.
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The Brown County Annual Wildflower Foray was held in April. 
This cooperative event marked its 33rd year, attracting nearly 
500 people top the site over a 3-day period. The Foray has a 
primary focus on the natural history and environmental 
concerns in Brown County, Indiana especially as they relate to 
wildflower and bird populations.

The annual Great Outdoor Art Contest was held in the fall. This 
event is the oldest plein air painting completion in Indiana and 
celebrates its 30th year this summer.

In closing we want to thank you for your support of the T.C. 
Steele State Historic Site. We look forward to continuing the 
accomplishment of our goals and priorities in 2019!

David E. Steele
President & Board Chair
Friends of T.C. Steele State Historic Site, Inc.
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Our strategic plan for the next two years 
will allow us to set priorities, focus energy, 
talent and resources, while supporting our 
mission and measuring success. Equally 
important, our plan will also ensure we 
involve and communicate with all members, 
community partners and key stakeholders 
as appropriate and consistent with our 
Mission, Vision and Values.

To ensure this plan is a living document, 
each strategy and the related action steps, 
will be reviewed with the responsible 
strategy owner and the board sponsor at 
the end of each fiscal quarter. Our fiscal 
year runs from July 1 through June 30. We 
are excited, encouraged and engaged in our 
strategic efforts committed in this plan. I 
hope to see you in the very near future and 
we can continue the dialogue and discuss 
our plan, as well as the aspirations that 
shaped and guided its creation.

We have followed best-practice methods for developing and 
implementing our plan. This included a structured four-step 
process using widely accepted strategic management tools 
and frameworks. To be specific:

We have reviewed as a Board of Directors and Operating 
Leadership the Mission, Vision and Values and believe these 
documents reflect our aspirations, articulate our shared 
values, and will guide our conduct.

We have conducted a current state analysis and assessment 
known as a SWOT analysis; Strengths, Weaknesses, 
Opportunities, Threats and have formulated our plans 
consistent with this analysis and assessment.

We have translated our goals and aspirations into actionable 
steps with linkage to financial responsibility, growth and 
community engagement, and measurable operating 
excellence performance standards.

We have developed an internal and external communications 
plan and performance management criteria using a balanced 
scorecard. Your help in our continued success of supporting 
this historic site and ensuring we have meaningful programs 
that meet the needs of current and future members and 
visitors is critical to our success. I know we can count on you 
as we move forward.

FRIENDS STRATEGIC FRAMEWORK

Click here to view our strategic 
plan for 2018-2019.

https://tcsteele.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/T-C-Steele-Strategic-Plan-FINAL-2018-2019.pdf
https://tcsteele.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/T-C-Steele-Strategic-Plan-FINAL-2018-2019.pdf
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MISSION

VISION

Our mission is to support the historic property and collections 
where T.C. Steele lived and painted through providing financial 
support and fostering local, national and international 
engagement; and to maintain a keen focus on initiatives and 
resources for scholars, students, artists, and the general public. 

Our vision is to be a top-tier destination location for regional 
visitors, to be a recognized historic location for national and 
international visitors, and to be a site of choice for artists-in-
residence and scholars.    

VALUES
Integrity
Respect 
Relationships 

Preservation 
Education 
Stewardship

DIVERSITY
Friends of T.C. Steele State Historic Site, Inc’s Board of Directors and staff are committed to creating and 
maintaining an environment that values diversity, equity, and inclusion. We will recruit leaders, staff, and 
volunteers who share these three core values.

In its broadest sense, diversity may be defined as a demographic mix of an intentional collection of people, 
taking into account elements of difference across many dynamic attributes.

We define diversity, equity, and inclusion based on language adopted from the D5 Coalition. Furthermore,  
our Mission, Vision, and Values statement clearly identifies diversity as important to our culture and success.

Additional information can be found on our website under Governance.
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STRATEGIC IMPERATIVES
Increase Financial Strength
Actively promote, schedule and conduct fundraising activities to support both 
capital and expense needs of the historic site – be recognized as a non-profit 
that engages donors in a meaningful way and provides significant value for their 
charitable contributions

Deploy Best Practices
Provide and manage the organizations with recognized administrative business 
practices, supporting tools and infrastructure. Proactively manage risk, data, 
privacy and technology infrastructure – be recognized as a best practice not-for-
profit in financial, administrative, technology management and risk mitigation by 
leading standards and measures.

Extend External Reach
Deploy marketing strategies that enable creating new relationships, recruit new 
members and businesses while establishing strong community partnerships 
in the surrounding areas - be recognized in their minds as the organization to 
become a supporter and member through involvement, knowledge and interest 
in the historic site.

Engage Historic Site
Recruit, develop, support, recognize volunteers, and provide meaningful 
recognition of their contributions – be recognized as providing activities and 
programs that are compelling to adults and children, artists and non-artists.

Provide Historic Knowledge
Establish and maintain electronic archive portal of TC Steele’s body of work, 
locations, dates, including books authored about the artist – be recognized as 
the expert data source for T.C. Steele, his life and his work.
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KEY ACTIVITIES

Brown County Annual Wildflower Foray 

The Brown County Annual Wildflower Foray is a cooperative event with a primary 
focus on the natural history and environmental concerns relating to Brown County, 
Indiana especially as they relate to wildflower and bird populations.

Included in this 3-day event are wildflower and bird walks, wetlands hikes, nature 
photography, and other programs related to the theme of the event. This is a nature filled 
weekend with between 15-20 hikes and programs, all held on the grounds and established 
trails of the T.C. Steele State Historic Site, and on other nearby natural area including DNR 
properties, Hoosier National Forest, Indiana University, Sycamore Land Trust and Nature 
Conservancy lands.

Over 500 nature lovers from around the Midwest gathered at the T.C. Steele State Historic 
Site for this annual census of wildflowers; The Wildflower Foray is Indiana’s longest running 
count of spring blooming wildflowers. Wildflower author and taxonomy expert Kay 
Yatskievych, recently retired from Missouri Botanical Gardens, helped organize the first 
wildflower count in Brown County 36 years ago. Three years later, the event expanded 
beyond wildflowers to include birdwatching, nature photography, and other nature-
oriented activities, becoming the “Annual Spring Wildflower Foray.” 

Andrea deTarnowsky, Manager of the T.C. Steele State Historic Site, has 
served as chairperson for over 25 years. The Friends of T.C. Steele State 
Historic Site, Inc. became the fiduciary agent of the event in the early 
1990’s and have assisted in many ways, including funding, as one of 
the sponsors.
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Debut of Steele’s Traveling Studio Wagon
 
The recreation of T.C. Steele’s traveling studio 
wagon made its debut at the Great American 
Outdoor Art Contest on September 8, and 
was placed on static display next to Selma’s 
Gardens.  Steele used this wagon to travel with 
his family, painting Indiana landscape in an 
Impressionist style during the period of 1896-
1913. 

The original wagon was destroyed in a barn fire 
on the historic site in 1913. The Friends of T.C. 
Steele were awarded a Heritage Support Grant 
of $44,000. by the Indiana Historical Society, fully 
underwritten by Lilly Endowment, Inc. A 15% 
match was provided by Friends of T.C. Steele. 

Fundraising
 
A key fundraising goal was reached in 2018 for the construction 
of T.C. Steele’s Traveling Studio Wagon. We announced in January 
that a Heritage Support Grant, provided by the Indiana Historical 
Society and made possible by Lilly Endowment would fund the 
Studio Wagon project.  A portion of the grant required funds to 
be raised by Friends of T.C. Steele, of which 100% was met.
  
The Heritage grants will help history organizations in Indiana 
improve stewardship of the cultural materials in their care and 
develop institutional capacity to play greater, more effective roles 
in their communities. We are very fortunate to have received this 
grant and we must recognize Cate Whetzel, Program Developer 
at the historic site, for her hard work and diligence throughout 
this process.
 
Cate was interviewed by WTIU media on January 9, 2018. WTIU is 
the public television station in Bloomington. This interview may 
be viewed at http://bit.ly/steelewagon.

 Indiana Historical Society 
President and CEO John A. 

Herbst (R), awards the Heritage 
Support Grant to Cate Whetzel 

(C) and David Steele (L) on Feb. 
26, 2018 in the Cole Porter Room 

– Indiana Historical Society

The Indianapolis News, Indianapolis, Indiana
Page 7 - Friday, October 30, 1896.  
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Great Outdoor Art Contest

The Great Outdoor Art Contest was held in September on the grounds of the historic 
site. While we experienced rain the year, more than 70 artists braved the challenging 
weather and participated. This event is Indiana’s oldest plein air painting competition and 
celebrated its 30th year. The cornerstone event in Brown County Art Colony Weekend, 
the Great Outdoor Art Contest celebrates T.C. Steele’s birthday on September 11th, and 
is often the starting place for plein air artists all over Indiana. First place and 
People’s Choice awards were displayed at the Brown County Art Guild. 

Special at this year’s GOAC was the first look at the brand new 
Traveling Studio Wagon. This historic re-creation of the 
wagon Steele used to travel Indiana at the turn of 
the century is the result of a Heritage Support 
Grant awarded to the Friends of T.C. 
Steele State Historic Site by the 
Indiana Historical Society.

Singing Winds Visitors Center

Construction began in the fall on the new Singing Winds Visitor Center. The 
groundbreaking ceremony occurred on Saturday, September 23, 2017, with 
dignitaries from the Indiana State Museum, members of the community and key 
stakeholders in attendance. Though a generous gift of Bob and Barbara Stevens, 
along with a matching gift from the State of Indiana, this dream is becoming a reality. 
This new $2.2 million center will be 4,600 square feet and will allow for the consolidation 
of the admission office, museum shop, and staff offices into one location. It will feature an 
orientation area, coffee bar, workroom and an expanded gift shop. The Friends of T.C. Steele 
State Historic Site, Inc. contributed $25,000 for state-of-the-art audiovisual electronic media.
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SOURCE & USES OF FUNDS

FY 2018 Revenue & Expenses (unaudited)

The organization develops an annual budget during Q4 of each fiscal year. The 
budget is approved by the Board of Directors at the final board meeting of the fiscal year.

1) IRS guidelines for filing a 990N is based on a 3-year average of revenue. I.R.C. § 501(c)
2) Net loss in FY2018 due to timing of a donation made for a capital expenditure to support the Singing Winds Visitor Center, on behalf of the Members for the Friends of T.C. Steele.

Revenue: $88,752

Expenses: $102,087

Gardens & Projects $52,552 59%

Membership & Donations $9,540 11%

Museum & Gift Shop $21,786 25%

Events & Programs $4,874 5%

Gardens & Projects $80,362 70%

Membership & Donations $11,979 11%

Museum & Gift Shop $16,643 25%

Events & Programs $5,083 5%
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THANK YOU TO OUR SUPPORTERS

We are grateful to the individuals whose support enable us to provide assistance to 
the historic site with educational programming, public events and activities, asset 
improvement, and fundraising activities. We also thank the many donors and volunteers 
who provided financial and in-kind support of Friends of T.C. Steele State Historic Site, 
Inc.’s mission in 2018. 

Thank You to our 164 Members 2018
 • 68 Single
 • 45 Family
 • 21 Supporting
 • 4 Sponsor
 • 26 Lifetime
 • 1 Student

Thank You to our Matching Supporters 2018
 • Eli Lilly and Company
 • The Steele Group, LLC

Thank You to our In-kind Supporters 2018
 • Indiana State Museum and Historic Sites
 • Microsoft; Office 365 Nonprofit Business Essentials
 • Salesforce; Nonprofit Success Pack
 • PenceLdesign 

Thank You to our Volunteer of the Year 2018
 • David E. Steele
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Ex-Officio – Historic Site Manager

Officers and Executive Committee of the Board

Andrea deTarnowsky

Stephanie Dean Garrett Adams David Steele Charlie Matson
President & Board Chair TreasurerVice President Secretary



15Friends of T.C. Steele, Inc. ©

In Memoriam
 
Mr. Arthur Ernest Mussett passed away at 91 years of age 
on March 6, 2018. Arthur and his late wife, Dorothy, were 
founding members of the Friends of T.C. Steele, and were 
instrumental in getting the fledgling Friends group off 
and running in those early days. Mr. Mussett worked with 
site staff on one of the Friends early projects to install a 
display in the Dewar Log Cabin, and personally wired the 
cabin for electricity as part of the installation. Arthur and 
Dorothy Mussettalso shared the very first Volunteer of the 
Year award in 1993, along with fellow founding members 
Margaret and Heydon Franzen.

Brown County settler Peter Dewar built a log cabin around 
1875, five miles south of its present site on the T.C. Steele 
State Historic Site. The cabin faced destruction in the early 1930s.  
Selma Steele thought it represented Brown County’s heritage and 
began the effort to save the log cabin. The Steele’s purchased the cabin, 
moved it, and filled it with natural history displays. Photo: Dan Davis, Flikr
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Friends of

State Historic Site

 www.tcsteele.org
Friends of T.C. Steele State Historic Site, Inc.

4220 T.C. Steele Road
Nashville, Indiana 47448 – USA

(812) 988-2785
tcsteeleshs@indianamuseum.org 

Selma in the Garden by T.C. Steele from the collection of the Indiana State Musuem and Historic Sites

https://tcsteele.org/

