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The Friends of T.C. Steele State Historic 
Site, Inc. share a vision to become a 

top-tier destination location for regional 
visitors, to be a recognized historic 

location for national and international 
visitors, and to be a site of choice for 

artists-in-residence and scholars.
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Dear Friends, Members and Supporters,

I am writing to present our 2019 Annual Report. The year has been noteworthy 
and many of you have visited during the year and observed the construction of 
the new “Singing Winds Visitor Center”. 

The center dedication and opening occurred on Saturday, June 15, 2019. This 
beautiful new $2.2 million visitor center incudes 4,600 square feet, and features 
a visitor orientation area, coffee bar, workroom and an expanded gift shop.  
The visitor center was funded through a generous gift from Bob and Barbara 
Stevens, as well as a matching gift from the state of Indiana. 

At the dedication event, dignitaries and visitors were also able to experience 
the replica of T.C. Steele’s Traveling Studio Wagon permanently located next 
to the classroom. The studio wagon was used by Steele when he would travel 
with his family painting Indiana landscapes.  The studio wagon will provide 
the unique opportunity for visitors, children and schools to enjoy experiential 
learning using the wagon as Steele did from 1896 – 1913.  

Continued on next page
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In addtion to the Singing Winds Visitor Center opening, and 
the permanent installation of the Studio Wagon, we are 
thrilled about the continuing efforts to showcase Selma’s 
Gardens.  The level of activity around these beautiful and 
historic site assets is unpredendented and the grounds have 
never looked better! 

Additional key activities at the historic site included; 34thd 
annual Brown County Wildflower Foray, April 26 – 28, 31st 
annual Great Outdoor Art Contest, September 14, Steele’s 
Country Christmas, December 2.
 
In closing, we are excited about the future, and look forward 
to another successful year. We hope you visit often!

David E. Steele
President & Board Chair
Friends of T.C. Steele State Historic Site, Inc.
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MISSION

VISION

Our mission is to support the historic property 
and collections where T.C. Steele lived and 
painted through providing financial support 
and fostering local, national and international 
engagement; and to maintain a keen focus on 
initiatives and resources for scholars, students, 
artists, and the general public. 

Our vision is to be a top-tier destination 
location for regional visitors, to be a 
recognized historic location for national 
and international visitors, and to be a site of 
choice for artists-in-residence and scholars.    

DIVERSITY
Friends of T.C. Steele State Historic Site, Inc.’s 
Board of Directors and staff are committed to 
creating and maintaining an environment that 
values diversity, equity, and inclusion. We will 
recruit leaders, staff, and volunteers who share 
these three core values. 
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Integrity – We value honestly, morals, ethics and doing 
the right thing for our donors, members, visitors and 
stakeholders.

Relationships – We value people and believe proactive 
approaches with our donors, members, community 
and partners allow us to create meaningful value for all 
stakeholders.

Respect – We value diversity and the creation of an 
environment receptive to new ideas though input from 
our donors, members, visitors and stakeholders.

Stewardship – We value the safety and environmental 
responsiblty we have to donors, members, visitors and 
stakeholders.

Preservation – We value historic presevation and 
exercise front-of-mind consideration of historic 
authenticity in the development and 
execution of our strategies and 
funding initiatives.

VALUES
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STRATEGIC IMPERATIVES
#1 Increase Financial Strength
Actively promote, schedule and conduct fundraising activities to support both  
capital and expense needs of the historic site – be recognized as a non-profit that 
engages donors in a meaningful way and provides significant value for their charitable 
contributions

#2 Deploy Best Practices
Provide and manage the organizations with recognized administrative business practices, 
supporting tools and infrastructure. Proactively manage risk, data, privacy and technology 
infrastructure – be recognized as a best practice not-for-profit in financial, administrative, 
technology management and risk mitigation by leading standards and measures.

#3 Extend External Reach
Deploy marketing strategies that enable creating new relationships, recruit new members 
and businesses while establishing strong community partnerships in the surrounding 
areas - be recognized in their minds as the organization to become a supporter and 
member through involvement, knowledge and interest in the historic site.

#4 Engage Historic Site
Recruit, develop, support, recognize volunteers, and provide meaningful recognition 
of their contributions – be recognized as providing activities and programs that are 
compelling to adults and children, artists and non-artists.

#5 Provide Historic Knowledge
Establish and maintain electronic archive portal of TC Steele’s body of  
work, locations, dates, including books authored about the artist – be  
recognized as the expert data source for T.C. Steele, his life and his work.

At Right: The Hill Country, T.C. Steele, 1913 – one of the artist’s most exhibited and most important Brown 
County Paintings -  this painting was kept in the artist’s possession during his lifetime

77
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KEY ACTIVITIES

Brown County Annual Wildflower Foray – April 26 - 28

Now in its 34th year, over 20 hikes and programs take place over the 
three-day period. The primary focus is on the natural history and 
environmental concerns relating to Brown County, especially as they 
relate to wildflower and bird populations. Included are wildflower and bird 
walks, wetlands hikes, a boat trip on Lake Monroe, nature photography, and 
other programs related to the theme of the event. Hikes and programs are 
held on T.C. Steele grounds on established trails, and on other nearby natural 
areas including area DNR properties, Hoosier National Forest, Indiana 
University, Sycamore Land Trust and Nature Conservancy lands. Friends of T.C. 
Steele contribute financially to this annual event, sit on the Foray planning 
committee, and volunteer for the event.

Dedication & Opening of Singing Winds Visitor Center – June 15

On Saturday, June 15, the “Singing Winds Visitor Center” was 
dedicated and attended by dignataries,  community members, site 
visitors and stakholders. This beautiful new $2.2 million visitor  
center incudes 4,600 square feet, and features a visitor orientation  
area, coffee bar, workroom and an expanded gift shop.  The visitor  
center was funded through a generous gift from Bob and Barbara 
Stevens, as well as a matching gift from the state of Indiana. Friends  
of T.C. Steele made a material financial contribution to the center. 
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Permanant Display of Steele’s Stuidio Wagon – June 15

T.C. Steele’s Traveling Studio Wagon was permanently located 
next to the classroom. Completed in 2018, the studio wagon 
was located temporality at the property’s gardens site, while 
work was completed for the permanent location. Now just a 
short walk from the visitor center, the new location was 
available for those attending the visitor center dedication to 
observe the potential of experiential learning that will occur 
with the studio wagon. Friends of T.C. Steele funded the 
matching portion of the Heritage Support Grant from the 
Indiana Historical Society in 2018.

Great Outdoor Art Contest - September 14

The Great Outdoor Art Contest was held in September on the 
grounds of the historic site. This event is Indiana’s oldest plein 
air painting competition and celebrated its 31th year. The 
cornerstone event in Brown County Art Colony Weekend, the 
Great Outdoor Art Contest celebrates T.C. Steele’s birthday 
on September 11th, and is often the starting place for plein 
air artists all over Indiana. Friends of T.C. Steele contribute 
financially to this event, as well as on-site volunteering.
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Steele’s Country Christmas – December 2 

This afternoon event celebrates Christmas the 
way the Steele family did one hundred years ago. 
The historic studio and house are decorated for 
the holidays; Christmas cookies, cider, crafts and 

music are part of the festivities. The day’s activities 
includes a visit from St. Nicholas and Belsnickel. 
This popular event extends a great Steele family 

tradition on the historic site. Friends of T.C. Steele 
members volunteer on-site at this event.

Top Right: The Little Studio had a “scherenschnitte” (intricate paper cutting) demonstration by visiting artist 
Dale Cochran and a display of his hand-cut paper Christmas cards.

On The Left: St. Nicholas and Belsnickel were on site in the afternoon to take photos with visitors and children.

Top Left: Belsnickel is played by Lauren McCracken, historic site interpreter.

Bottom Left: St. Nicholas is played by Rex Watters, who also volunteers during the Wildflower Foray each year.



11Friends of T.C. Steele, Inc. ©

SOURCE & USES OF FUNDS

FY 2019 Revenue & Expenses (unaudited)

The organization develops an annual budget during Q4 of each fiscal year. The 
budget is approved by the Board of Directors at the final board meeting of the fiscal year.

1) IRS guidelines for filing a 990N is based on a 3-year average of revenue. I.R.C. § 501(c)
2) Net loss in FY2018 due to timing of a donation made for a capital expenditure to support the Singing Winds Visitor Center, on behalf of the Members for the Friends of T.C. Steele.

Revenue: $27,000

Expenses: $48,739

Museum & Gift Shop $15,932 59%

Membership & Donations $9,279 34%

Events & Programs $1,410 5%

Gardens & Projects $379 1%

Museum & Gift Shop $36,971 76%

Membership & Donations $7,940 16%

Gardens & Projects $2,298 5%

Events & Programs $1,530 3%
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THANK YOU TO OUR SUPPORTERS
We are grateful to the members and other individuals whose support enable 
us to provide assistance to the historic site with educational programming, 
public events and activities, asset improvement, and fundraising activities. We 
also thank the many donors and volunteers who provided financial and in-kind 
support of Friends of T.C. Steele State Historic Site, Inc.’s mission in 2019.

A very special thanks to Lifetime Friends members Bob and Barbara Stevens 
who provided financal support for new “Singing Winds Visitor Center”. 

Thank You to our 139 Members 2019
 • 49 Single
 • 38 Family
 • 17 Supporting
 • 8 Sponsor
 • 27 Lifetime

Thank You to our Matching Supporters 2019
 • Eli Lilly and Company
 • The Steele Group, LLC

Thank You to our In-kind Supporters 2019
 • Indiana State Museum and Historic Sites
 • Microsoft; Office 365 Nonprofit Business Essentials
 • Salesforce; Nonprofit Success Pack
 • PenceLdesign 

Thank You to our Volunteer of the Year 2019
 • Ron Dieter
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Ex-Officio – Historic Site Manager

Officers and Executive Committee of the Board

Andrea deTarnowsky

Stephanie Dean Garrett Adams David Steele Charlie Matson
President & Board Chair TreasurerVice President Secretary
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tcsteeleshs@indianamuseum.org 

“Sunlight Late Summer”, 1913, T.C. Steele, Los Angeles County Museum of Art 
By permission, LACMA, through Art Resource, Inc.

https://tcsteele.org/



